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Did you know?
The Babylonians divided the sky into 12 equal parts which were determined by the constellations.  Each of these parts was then divided into 30 parts.   This is how we have come to have 360 degrees in a full turn.

When dealing with astronomical measurements one degree becomes a fairly large area.

The ancient Greeks studied angles and derived many rules connecting them.  This included those connecting angles in triangles and circles.  These rules are still used today by engineers, navigators, designers and surveyors.

The triangle is a very important shape when it comes to engineering and architecture.  It is used to make rigid strong structures such as rafters for a roof or constructions such as bridges.
Activities: 



















        
· Which astronomer is credited with dividing a circle into 360°?  When did they live?  Where were they from?

· What piece of equipment did early astronomers use to help measure the distance of the stars and planets?

· In surveying and navigation what technique is used to find the distance of one point from two others?  (This method is necessary when measuring distances around corners or when digging a tunnel)

· Right angled triangles are important in Geometry.  Which Mathematician is credited with a theorem specifically used in right angled triangles?  What does it work out?  Find out some interesting facts about this Mathematician.
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